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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an antiseptic microbicide which can reduce the 
amount of paraben used by increasing the antimicrobial potency of paraben, and 
possesses high safety by using at least one kind of specific three kinds of 1,2- 
alkanediols and paraben in combination. 

SOLUTION: This antiseptic microbicide is composed of the combination of (A) at least 
one kind of parabens of the formula (R is a 1-4C alkyO and (B) at least one kind selected 
from 1,2-pentanediol, l,2"hexanediol or 1,2- octanedioL When this antiseptic 

microbicide is blended as an antiseptic microbicide for cosmetics for skin and hair e.g. 
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toilet water, milky lotion, cream and the like, the cosmetic composition having high 
safety and efficient antimicrobial activity can be obtained. In this case, it is favorable 
that the combination amount of methyl paraben in the composition is less than 0.2 wt.%. 
Further, the component B is preferably blended in a proportion of 0.05-20 wt.% in this 
composition. As a result, a cosmetic having reduced irritation to skin can be provided. 
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